MINUTES OF CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING 19 JUL 07
DRAFT


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF CHARLTON PARISH COUNCIL
Held on Thursday 19 July 2007 at 7.30 pm in the Charlton Recreation Centre
Present:  Cllrs Wilkins (Chairman), Brothwood, Burne, Mrs Cripps, Dickens, Hart, Neel, Mrs Pollard, Miss Walker, WCC Cllr Soden, NWDC Cllrs Sturgis and Vines, M Bromley Gardner (Clerk).  No members of the public.
1.
Welcome.  The Chairman started the meeting by introducing and welcoming Simon Burne, who had been co-opted onto the Parish Council since the last meeting.


2.
Apologies.  None.


3.
Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  None.

4.
Declarations of Interest.  The Chairman declared a possible conflict of interests at Item 8 (Parish Information Arrangements) through his membership of the Charlton Parochial Church Council.

5.
Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 17 May 07, having been circulated in advance, were approved and signed.  

6.
Matters Arising from the Last Meeting.  All points were either actioned as required or were on the agenda for this meeting.  The question of the Community Governor for Lea School was raised: the Clerk confirmed that the ‘advertisement’ for the post had been submitted for the Parish Magazine Aug/Sep issue.  Carole Soden said that she had a role in nominating the LEA Governors to the Governing body, and that a Charlton resident had put his name forward for consideration for the post – Mr Chin.  The Parish Council noted this with approval.

7.
Finance.

a.
Approval of Accounts 06/07.  Graham Brothwood took the Council through the approval procedure.  He stated that the Internal Audit had been carried out once again by Robert Wakeham; he noted that Mr Wakeham never charges a fee for this work, and the Parish Council expressed its thanks.  The Internal Auditor’s only comment had concerned the need for the Clerk to indemnify the Parish Council in respect of his duty to declare his income for tax.  Graham Brothwood read through the Annual Governance Statement that the Chairman would be asked to sign and stated that he would start the required public availability period once the accounts had been signed.  The Parish Council was content with the account, and the Chairman then signed the Governance Statement.
          

Action:  Graham Brothwood
b.
Clerk’s Expenses.  The Clerk produced a list of his actual expenses between the date he assumed the post and the date of the meeting, totaling £95.66.

c.
Payments.  One payment was authorized that had been made between meetings:  Allianz Insurance, £303.99, cheque number 281.  One new payment was authorized:  to the Clerk for his expenses, £95.66, cheque number 282.

d.
Balance.  The account stood at £2795.06.

8.
Parish Information Arrangements.  Jane Cripps reported on her discussions with the PCC representative, Joyce Smith, and with the volunteer Editor of the new Charlton Parish Newsletter, Joanne Smythe.  Their proposals were:

· Format – the same as now, but slimmer – perhaps 12 pages.

· Title – Charlton Parish Chat.

· The cost would need to be shared with the PCC.  They proposed a 50/50 share.  Based on the current cost of the combined newsletter (of £500/year) and the reduced size of the proposal, they estimated a cost of £200/year each.

· The Church wanted the same items as in the current newsletter.  There would be a Parish Council section.  There would be a list of Church officers, also listing Parish Council and Village Hall Chairmen and similar officers.

· Advertising would be carried, principally from local small business people, and for a nominal fee.

· Other proposed sections:  a ‘Bring and Buy’ section, also for a nominal fee (50p per entry was mentioned); local events (‘Out and About’), including those nearby but outside the Parish ie in Lea; the church flowers roster (this would provide additional visibility that this was something that needed volunteers); a young people’s section.

Questions and points raised were:

· Frequency of publication?  Bi-monthly, as now.

· People to write the additional sections?  Some would be needed.

· Printing and distribution?  As now, printing at the Lea Vicarage and Jill Rycroft had already agreed to continue running the distribution.

· How run the account, with income from advertising etc and expenses?  To be decided.

· Charlton Business Park could be a useful source of advertising.

· There should be a farming update, and the Charlton Estate could be approached to write it.

· Who would be responsible for looking for advertising?  To be decided.

· Toby Sturgis made 2 points about advertising:  those who deliver to the Parish from outside were often the best source of advertising, and the best payers; and it was important to stress to Parish residents that if they used the services of those who advertised they should mention to them that they had seen the advertisement.

The Parish Council was content with all the proposals, and recognized that the newsletter would continue to evolve over time after it started. 

Action:  Jane Cripps
9.
Bus Shelter.  Philip Dickens reported.  He had established that Westlea Housing Association owned the grassed area behind the bus shelter, it having been handed over to them by NWDC; he therefore thought that Westlea should be approached for a contribution to the cost of repairs.  Discussion followed on the ownership of the bus shelter itself; the Parish Council was thought to own the bus shelter but who owned the land it stood on?  It was suggested that the shelter had been paid for by public subscription in the early 1960s.  It was suggested that we might claim on the insurance though there was also a warning that this would mean the premiums would increase.  Finally it was clear that there was still a lack of clarity on sources of funding to contribute to the cost of repairs.  Action now:

· Research ownership and how the shelter was built.

        Action:  Clerk
· Research whether we could claim on the insurance.

        Action:  Clerk
· Write to Westlea asking them to contribute on the grounds that they owned the land from where the damage had been caused.

                   Action:  Clerk
· Advise on whether WCC might contribute.

      Action:  Toby Sturgis
10.
Charitable Donations.  Requests for financial support had been received from 2 charities, Victim Support Wiltshire and Malmesbury and District Link, and others were to be expected during the year.  Using a briefing note prepared by the Clerk, the Parish Council considered what to do about all such requests for financial support.  It was decided that it was not the Parish Council’s place to make such donations using Council Taxpayers’ money, other than for charities from within the Parish (and noting that the Poppy Appeal was in effect an internal charity in this regard).









                   Action:  Clerk
11.
Planning.  

a.
Report.  No planning applications were considered at this meeting.  There was one new application – a variation on an existing permission, involving new dormer windows on the permitted new house at Charlton Farm, the old chicken farm; the Council would have no objection.  The Old School House application was still outstanding, being not yet decided at NWDC.

b.
Review of Procedure.  A new procedure for handling applications within the Parish Council had been agreed at the last meeting.  It had been exercised once since then, and had not worked properly on that occasion; the Chairman asked all Councillors to ensure they followed the procedure.  
  Action:  All

Some concern was expressed with the procedure that had been agreed, namely that those on the end of the distribution list might not see the papers until after a decision had been reached.  The Chairman acknowledged that we should be prepared to vary the order of distribution for an application that was more relevant to certain Councillors, putting them at the op of the list.     Action:  Clerk
To allow any Councillor to put down a marker ahead of seeing the circulated papers, it was decided that planning applications (which were all available on the internet) would be briefed by email by the Clerk to all Councillors who had access to the internet.  





                   Action:  Clerk
12.
Significant Correspondence – Post Office Closures.  The only significant correspondence that had been received in the last period had been a NWDC letter about Post Office closures, encouraging Parish Councils to both sign the WCC petition against the closures and also to write to Post Office Ltd.  It was now clear that the 2500 closures across the country would go ahead and that any letter to Post Office Ltd would be to defend particular Post Offices; and that any such defence that was successful would mean that another Post Office would close somewhere else.  The Parish Council discussed this with reference to Charlton’s part-time Post Office, and decided not to write to Post Office Ltd.

13.
Best Kept Village Competition.  The result for this year had been received and had been circulated to all Councillors.

14.
WOMAD.  A date had been set for a post-Festival Review Public Meeting – Tue 4 Sep.  Linda Holland from the NWDC Licensing authority was to be invited, as was the Neighbourhood Police team.





        Action:  Clerk

The arrangements were in hand for free access for the Parish on the Thu evening; the authorizing letters would be sent out very shortly.  The Clerk was asked to check that it was still correct that villagers who had bought tickets for the rest of the festival could walk in through Park Street gate if they wished.


                   Action:  Clerk

Afternote:  WOMAD confirmed that this was still correct.

15.
Councillors’ Reports.  The Village Hall may have found a volunteer to take over as Chairman when the current incumbent completes his term of office this autumn.  On Rights of Way, it had been identified at NWDC that a new weapon in the cause of keeping bridlepaths open might be available through the obligations on farmers of the Single Payment Scheme.  There was still no volunteer for the vacant position of Neighbourhood Watch coordinator within the village.  The Area 1 Committee was discussing the Play Strategy and Community Policing.  On other areas there was nothing to report.

16.
Councillors’ Observations and Items for the Next Meeting.  The Clerk reported that the bus shelters needed ‘no smoking’ signs under the new legislation, and that he had ordered some, but that until they arrived he would not know how easy or otherwise they would be to put in place – and to maintain.

17.
Next Meetings.  The following were confirmed:


October – 18th

January – 17th 

The meeting closed at 9.31pm.
Chairman
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